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(3)  The calling-up of the classes of reservists who would normally
have been summoned in October has been advanced.   The reservists
who should have been discharged have been kept with the colours.
One may anticipate that by the month of August the German Army,
in addition to its normal  effectives,  will muster  nearly a million
mobilized reservists.

(4)  The gathering of the harvest has been accelerated.   With this
object in view, the Minister for Education has decided this year to
fix July 14, instead of August 1, as the end of the term in places of
higher education and technical schools.   The students who benefit by
this earlier release must, until August 1, devote to harvest work the
fortnight thus deducted from their studies.

In addition, one may note the haste with which supplies are being
accumulated.

(5)  This anxiety to be rapidly provided with every essential for
war, often leads to the preference for what is quickly obtainable over
something better.   For instance, the aircraft factories are said to have
received orders to carry on the building of planes, despite the fact
that they will soon be out of date, rather than lose the time necessary
to adapt their workshops to the construction of the latest models.

(6)  With the accomplishment  of the partial occupation of the
Western fortifications, which, thanks incidentally to these ceaseless
changes   of   garrison,   could   be   progressively   occupied   without
appreciably modifying the plan of the manoeuvres now in progress,
the construction of fortifications in the East is being pressed forward,
especially in Silesia.    Both military and civilian labour is employed
upon it, and this task takes precedence of all other public works,
which are being slowed down.

These various facts allow one to conclude that all the measures
preparatory to war are now being taken. The German General Staff
is acting as though it had to be ready by a date which has been
set out for it, and this date, according to all appearance, will fall in
the course of the month of August, at which period the harvest will
be gathered, the fortifications will be ready, and the reservists will
be assembled in large numbers in the camps.

But even were all the measures now in process of being carried
out fully executed, would it then be possible to launch an offensive,
overnight? It seems, in the opinion of the officials of this Embassy,
that there will remain certain measures preparatory to immediate
action which can only be taken at the last moment. From the military
point of view these measures will mainly consist in bringing into posi-
tion the covering and shock units; from the naval point of view in
the recall of ships now on the high seas; from the point of view of the
air force in the putting into effect of the arrangements for air defence.

In respect of operations on land, the rapidity of the final prepara-
tions and the greater or lesser facility with which we may become
aware of them will depend first of all on the extent of the operations
contemplated. It is certain that the existing camouflaging and the
fact that the population is accustomed to the sight of manoeuvres of
which in any case they no longer dare to speak, since they know that